Agriscience Applications
Instructor:


Name: Johnny M. Jessup


Email: jjessup@sampson.k12.nc.us

School Phone: (910) 594-0242

Website: http://www.hobbtonffa.org 

Course Information:

This course focuses on integrating biological/physical sciences with technology as related to the environment, natural resources, food production, science and agribusiness. Topics of instruction include agricultural awareness and literacy, leadership and FFA, employability skills and introduction to all aspects of the total agricultural industry. Skills in biology, language, writing, computers, mathematics, and physics are reinforced in this course. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course are field trips, shadowing, agriscience projects, and supervised agricultural experience. Supervised agricultural experience programs and FFA leadership activities are integral components of the course and provide many opportunities for practical application of instructional competencies.
Class Outline
Class Guidelines:

1. All students are expected to respect the teacher, fellow classmates, and the school equipment.

2. All students will remain quiet during announcements and when the teacher is talking.

3. All students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that is considered to be safe by the teacher for themselves and others.

4. Food and drink are not allowed in the classroom or lab areas at any time.

5. Lab activities, field trips, etc… are a part of classroom instruction. All students are expected to stay with the class at all times. Leaving the class without prior approval from the teacher is considered skipping class.

6. Cell phones and other electronic devices will be confiscated on sight and a parent and/or guardian will have to come to school in order to retrieve it. 

7. All students are expected to be in their assigned seat ready to begin class when the tardy bell rings.

8. All students are expected the follow the rules of Hobbton High School and Sampson County Schools as a whole.

***Cursing and/or any other inappropriate and offensive language will not be tolerated in my class. 

We are all going to have a GREAT time in Agriscience Applications, but for those who fail to meet the expectations will face the following consequences:

Consequences:
1. Warning/Conference with Teacher

2. Contact/Conference with Parents.

3. After school detention (30 minutes)

4. Referral to administration.

Materials for Class:

1. Three ring notebook (2” preferable)
2. Set of 5 divider tabs (Classroom, Lab, FFA, SAE, Tool ID)
3. Pencil & black ink pen

It is recommended that this notebook should contain info only for this class.
Notebooks will be graded each week. Guidelines for grading are….

· Organized- chronologically order with dates 

· Neat- clean, readable, no lose paper 

· Complete- containing notes, returned assignments, etc

Grading Policy:

	· Exams/Tests……………….…….30%        

	· Labs……………………….….…30%

	· Daily Grades/Notebook...….....…30%

	· SAE…………………………..….10%


This course has an End of Course Test administered by the Department of Public Instruction in Raleigh.  This exam grade will count as 25% of your final semester grade.

Textbook:
You will have the use of a class textbook.  These books can not be taken from class unless you obtain prior approval from the teacher.  If you borrow a book you will be responsible for returning it.

Statement for Students with Disabilities:

Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. Please contact the instructor to discuss any accommodations that need to be made for this course. 

Absence Policy:

It is the responsibility of the student (and not the teacher) to acquire and make up work missed during an absence. If you miss class on the day of an exam or quiz you will be responsible for scheduling a make-up with the teacher. 
Laboratory: 


This course will require students to participate in laboratory activities, work experiences and field trips.  Students must have a safety contract with the appropriate signatures on file with the teacher before participating in any out of class activity.  A school insurance policy and/or a private policy is required for students taking this course. 

Student Organization (FFA):  


All students are highly encouraged to participate in the FFA Organization.  Some opportunities offered by the FFA are local activities, career development events, travel and awards.  The local chapter meets every month with a banquet in May.  FFA dues are $5.00 per student.  When the class reaches 100% FFA membership, students will have a class period cookout.

Supervised Agricultural Experience Program (SAE):

SAE is a planned, practical activity conducted outside of class time in which students develop and apply agricultural knowledge and skills. Examples may include starting and running an agricultural related enterprise, placement into an agribusiness occupation, or conducting agricultural experiments using scientific processes. Students will make class presentations about their SAEs at the end of each grading period before their classmates.
Course Outline:

· Basic Agricultural Awareness

· Agricultural Literacy

· Historical Developments

· North Carolina & Sampson County Agriculture

· Agricultural Products

· Leadership & Employability Skills

· FFA

· SAE

· Parliamentary Procedure

· Public Speaking

· Careers in Agriscience

· Biotechnology

· Genetic Engineering

· Genetically Modified Organisms

· Cloning

· Agricultural Engineering

· Agricultural Safety

· Tool Identification

· Project Planning

· Project Construction (Woodworking)

· Environmental Science

· Water Conservation

· Soil & Land Management

· Forestry

· Wildlife Management

· Aquaculture

· Animal Science

· Beef, Swine, Poultry Management

· Companion Animals

· Plant Science

· Reproduction & Propagation

· Soils & Nutrients

· Pests & Pesticides
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the course outline, expectations, consequences and grading policy for Agriscience Applications.  I also give permission to utilize any photos taken during class or while participating in FFA events for bulletin board, FFA website, or any other positive promotion of our students and our FFA Chapter.

______________________


______________________

Student Signature and Date


Parent Signature and Date
I look forward to an exciting semester!   
Johnny M. Jessup – Agriculture Teacher
